
Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005


Introduced by Council Member R. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members K. Brown, R. Gaffney, Newby and Dennis:
ORDINANCE 2018-195
A Ordinance appropriating $3,000,000 From THE NORTHWEST JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND (“NWJEDF”), MISCELLANEOUS SALES ACCOUNT FOR SUPERMARKET GRANTS; PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR THE ENGAGEMENT OF A CONSULTANT/ BROKER; PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A GRANT APPLICATION; PROVIDING FOR REPORTING; providing FOR a carryover of funds; PROVIDING FOR CITY OVERSIGHT BY THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; WAIVING AND AMENDING THE  COMPLIANCE WITH THE NORTHWEST JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUND GUIDELINES APPROVED AND ADOPTED PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE 2016-779-E; providing an effective date.
WHEREAS, the owner of two retail supermarket stores (“Existing Supermarkets”), which together occupy in excess of 80,000 square feet and are located within the Northwest area of Jacksonville as defined in Executive Order 2014-05, as amended (“Northwest Area”), has declared bankruptcy and decided to close the Existing Supermarkets;

WHEREAS, the closures of the Existing Supermarkets will further exacerbate the lack of major and minor grocery stores within reasonable proximity to the residents living within the Northwest Area.
WHEREAS, pursuant to the United States Department of Agriculture, the definition of a “food desert” is a location without easy access to fresh, healthy and affordable foods;

WHEREAS, other definitions of food desert combine a low-income area and long distance to a supermarket and both of these elements are present within the Northwest Area;
Whereas, certain reports have indicated that in Duval County, there are 177,000 food insecure individuals, which include children and families, senior citizens and veterans;

WHEREAS, these individuals and families are forced to spend their limited food budgets on inexpensive, canned or processed foods because fresh foods are not available;

WHEREAS, a recent study on the effects of food deserts found that communities that lack access to fresh, healthy foods will likely exhibit increased premature death and chronic health conditions;

WHEREAS, in light of the above, the City desires to create a grant program within the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund (“NWJEDF”) to incentivize supermarket owners to locate supermarket stores within the Northwest Area (“Program”);

WHEREAS, the supermarket grants contemplated herein are intended to alleviate the food desert areas within the Northwest Area, and, therefore, benefit the health, safety and public welfare of the Northwest Area residents; now therefore 

Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2.

Appropriation.  For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):

(The account information is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference)


(a)
Appropriated from:

See attached Exhibit 1

  
$3,000,000.00

(b)
Appropriated to:

See attached Exhibit 1




$3,000,000.00


(c)
Explanation of Appropriation


The funding above is to provide grants from the NWJEDF to incentivize the new operation of supermarkets in the Northwest Area thereby alleviating food deserts within the Northwest Area.
Section 3.

Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation in Section 2 is to provide grants for “supermarket” stores within the NWJEDF grant program (“Supermarket Grant”). For purposes of this ordinance and the grants to be awarded pursuant to this ordinance, the term “supermarket” is defined on Exhibit 2 attached hereto.  
Section 4.  
Engagement of Consultant/Broker.  The Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Advisory Committee (“NWJEDF Advisory Committee”) shall procure a consultant or broker in accordance with Chapter 126, Ordinance Code, to assist with obtaining eligible applicants for the Supermarket Grant.  The NWJEDF Advisory Committee shall (i) create a scope for a consultant or broker to market the Program to owners, landlords and tenants with the goal of incentivizing up to six (6) new Supermarket operations within the Northwest Area, (ii) procure with a request for proposal a consultant or broker for marketing the Supermarket Grants, (iii) and ensure that any contract award with the consultant or broker for a fee not to exceed five (5%) of the appropriation amount in Section 2, (iv) implement either a grant competition process similar to a request for proposal or proceed on a first come first serve basis, based on the market judgment of the engaged consultant or broker, and (v) present all economic development agreements for the Supermarket Grants to the City Council for approval prior to entering into such agreements.

Section 5.

Development of Grant Application.  Within ninety (90) days after the effective date of this ordinance, the NWJEDF Advisory Committee shall develop the grant application for the Supermarket Grants subject to the terms of this Ordinance.

Section 6.

Reporting.
 The Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Advisory Committee Chair and the Office of Economic Development shall provide the City Council Finance Committee with a quarterly report and presentation of the progress of the Supermarket Grants contemplated herein and such other information as requested by the Committee regarding the Supermarket Grants.  

Section 7. 
Carryover.  The funds appropriated hereby shall not lapse but shall carryover as appropriated from year to year until such funds are expended.

Section 8.

Oversight Department.  The Office of Economic Development shall oversee the project described herein.
Section 9.

Waiver of NWJEDF Guidelines.
The policy in the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Goals, Policies and Guidelines adopted pursuant to Ordinance 2016-779-E (the “Guidelines”) that the grant amount be limited to ten percent (10%) of the total project cost is hereby waived for Supermarket Grants.  Additionally, for Supermarket Grants only, rental expenses, shall be an “Eligible Expenditure” under the Guidelines.  Notwithstanding the waiver and amendment to the Guidelines contained in this Section 9, the Supermarket Grants shall be subject to the Guidelines.
Section 10.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

____/s/: Emerson M. Lotzia______
Office of General Counsel
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